Institute for Quality and Efficiency in Health Care: Germany.
The Institute for Quality and Efficiency in Health Care (IQWiG) was established in 2004 to provide Germany's Federal Joint Committee with evidence-based evaluations of the benefits and cost benefits of health services, and functions in an advisory role. IQWiG reviews available evidence and produces recommendations after an extensive process of consultation with experts and stakeholders. IQWiG's recommendations are then considered by the Joint Committee in issuing coverage and payment directives. Under German law, insurance funds must cover any service that is medically necessary, which means that cost-effectiveness analysis can only be used to exclude a treatment from coverage if at least one equivalent alternative exists.